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SUBJ: TURKISH PRESS COVERAGE OF NARCOTICS TOPICS 

REF ANKARA 1808 

TURKISH PRESS IN RECENT DAYS HAS CONTINUED TO GIVE FAIRLY 
PROMINENT PLAY TO STORIES ON NARCOTICS-RELATED SUBJECTS. 

MAJOR ITEMS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. MASS CIRCULATION DAILY GUNAYDIN REPORTED MARCH 13 
THAT UN SPECIALISTS WHO HAD VISITED TURKEY FOUND THE GOT'S 
POPPY CONTROL MEASURES SATISFACTORY. THE UN WOULD BE PROVIDING 
TURKEY $800,000 IN ASSISTANCE FOR THE CONTROL PROGRAM, 

AS WELL AS 80 SPECIALLY EQUIPPED JEEPS. ALSO, ACCORDING TO 
THE ACCOUNT, THE UN HAS DISCUSSED THE AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE TO 
BE PROVIDED TO TURKISH FARMERS FOR LOSSES RESULTING FROM THE 
SWITCH TO THE POPPY STRAW PROCESS. 

B. HURRIYET, WHICH HAS PREVIOUSLY CARRIED A NUMBER OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 02099 141336Z 

NARCOTICS-RELATED ARTICLES FEATURED TW STORIES MARCH 12. ONE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


(DATELINED WASHINGTON) SAID THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS DROPPED 
FROM THE CURRENT FOREIGN AID BILL ' ...THE $15 MILLION APPROP 
RIATION FOR PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION TO TURKISH FARMERS WHO ARE 
NOT RPT NOT CULTIVATING THE OPIUM POPPY." A 

SECOND ARTICLE, IL LUSTRATED WITH A MAP, REVIEWED THE HISTORY OF 
THE "OPIUM TRAIL" AND SAID ALL EYES ARE WATCHING ANKARA TO 
SEE WHETHER OR NOT THE TURKISH GOVT WILL STRICTLY ENFORCE THE 
PROHIBITION AGAINST INCISING THE PODS. 

C. AHMET SUKRU ESMER (MARCH 14 BARIS) ALLEGED THAT 
THE OPIUM ISSUE HAS BEEN USED TO PUT PRESSURE ON TURKEY OVER 
CYPRUS AND THAT ANTI- TURKISH PROPAGANDA ON THIS ISSUE IS 
CONTINUING. THE UN NARCOTICS COMMITTEE, HE COMMENTED, 

WAS SATISFIED WITH THE GOT'S CONTROL MEASURES AND SOME 
SENATORS AND PRESS IN THE U.S. HAVE BEGUN TO ADMIT THAT EARLIER 
CRITICISMS OF TURKEY WERE "EXAGGERATED AND UNFAIR." NOTING 
REPORTS THAT OPIUM CULTIVATION IN U.S. IS BEING 
CONSIDERED, ESMER ASKED WHETHER POPPY CULTIVATION WAS 
BANNED IN TURKEY SO THAT THE U.S. COULD GROW ITS OWN. 
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